1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


—ͤ— — — . — — ‚— 


SY 


but the number of fourteen perſons, excluded for immoralities, gives us 


reaſon for painful reflection and ſorrow : yet, at the ſame time, we rejoice 
to find ſuch firmneſs and zeal for purity and order, which have not ſuffered 
ſcandalous perſons to abide in your focieties. The number of twenty- 
ning that are dead ſhould alarm us that remain : let us not flatter ourſelves 
with the hopes of a long life, but let us be ardently concerned to fill up 
the ſhort ſpace of time left us with ſolid godlineſs and real uſefulneſs in 
our reſpective ſtations. - 

In our annual letters, for many years paſt, we have ſtated, explained, 
defended, and improved the glorious principles we. profeſs at the head of 
our letter, to the end that you might form an eaſy and familiar ac- 
quaintance with your own doctrines, and adorn them by an holy life and 
a beautiful converſation. You have already had views of the doctrine of 
the ſacred Trinity——the gracious aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit in a courſe 
of goſpel obedience—the eternal, immutable, and free love of God in 
chooſing you to hglineſs and eternal happineſs— the fall and ruin of man- 
kind, as involved in the guilt and corruption of the firſt head and root 
of the human race —ſpecial, abſolute, certain, and perfect redemption 
by the death of Chriſt— free juſtification, by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
placed to our account by an act of God, as a father and a judge —invine 
eible and vbictorious grace in regeneration and ſanctification—and the final 
perſeverance of the ſaints to glory. We hope thoſe eſſays will never be 
forgotten, but often reviewed by you, as they contain a body of divinity 
in miniature, and will prepare your minds for reading larger treatiſes on 
the fame glorious ſubjectss. 

We now proceed to the confideration of a ſubje& peculiarly needful to 
E. in your ſingle and collective character: the ſubject for this year is to 
be the Beauty of Social Religion, or the Glory and Excellence of a true 
Goſpel Church. And we aſſure you, dear brethren, that we judge it a 
matter of vaſt importance and uſe for preachers and people to be clearly 
and ſoundly acquainted with the nature and conſtitution, the rights and 

rivileges, the faith and order, the worſhip. and ordinances, the officers 
and une, the ſpirit and temper, the end and deſign of a true church 
of jeſus Chriſt; in order that we may adore the wiſdom of Chriſt as our 
great prophet, offer our werſhip to God through his atonement and inter- 
ceſſion as our great high prieſt, and ſubject our ſouls and conſciences to 
him as our ſupreme head, king, and law-giver. 

We have reaſon to fear, that there is a very criminal inattention to this 
important ſubject amongſt profeſſors of chriſtianity, and even among Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters of our own denomination. And what 1s the conſequence ? 
great ignorance of the glory and beauty of church - fellowyſnip—great 
violations of the laws of our ſovereign Lord the king in Zion, by which 
he is diſhonoured and affronted in his own peculiar kingdom the ſouls of 
true chriſtians are injured in their belt intereſts—enquiring perſons, are 


* 


offended and prejudiced, when they fee profeſſors live unworthy of their 


Lord and Saviour; and finners are hardened in their neglect of his great 
and precious ſalvation. | | | 
Let us therefore awake from our indolence of temper, and fix our 
attention on a ſubje& which is ſo much for our own happineſs, as well as 
for the glory of God. 

In treating on the nature of a Goſpel Church, we will endeavour to 
keep in — one peculiar idea of it, which muſt render it one of _ 
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moſt lovely and deſirable things in the world, (viz.) That it is a ſtate of 
gracious and refined friendſhip, grounded on a cordial love to God and 
to each other, | | | | 

Spiritual friendſhip is a pleaſing attr2Qion of the heart towards the 
beautiful and good qualities which we eſteem, and the amiable image of 
God we admire in true chriſtiatisz—which produces a mutual inclination 
3 awo or more perſons to promote each other's holineſs and hap- 
pineſs. Fo 
. This ſpiritual friendſhip is the union of ſouls by means of vital holi- 
neſs, which is the common cement or bond of their muttal and ardent 
affection. | _ 

In treating of a Goſpel Church, under the pleaſing idea of a Rate of 


rational, moral, and divine friendſhip, we will conſider its materials, 


conſtitution and form, the dignity, order, officers, worſhip, ſpirit and 
uſes of ſuch a ſociety ; and we pray God to enlighten, impreſs, and animate 
your hearts whilſt you read, and produce in you a moſt fervent love and at- 


tachment to ſuch an excellent ſociety, and cauſe you to become more 


uſeful and honourable members of ſuch a glorious eſtabliſhment of things 

under the ſole head and ſovereign. | | 5 

I. The NATURE of a Gosprt CHURCH in its MATTER, con- 
STITUTION, and EORM. 


A Church of Chriſt is a peculiar ſociety of gracious ſouls, who 
are called out of a ſtate of fin and miſery by the almighty Spirit of 
God, affociated by their own free conſent to maintain the doctrines of 

race—to perform goſpel worſhip, and celebrate goſpel ordinances, with 
the exerciſe of holy diſcipline to the glory of the divine perfections, and 
to promote their own uſefulneſs and happineſs in time ref eternity. 

Such a ſociety, or body of people, is very much diſtinguiſhed from the 
merely civil and political ſocieties of this world, by the ſpiritual nature of 
their conſtitution, the privileges they enjoy, the officers they appoint, the 
worſhip they perform, the rules they obſerve, the head they obey, and the 
. and noble ends they purſue, which ate abundantly ſuperior to all the 

eſigns of the political ſocieties of this world. | 

And ſuch a ſpiritual ſociety is avowedly ſeparated from, and oppoſed 
to, the power and kingdom of Satan in this world. See Rev. Daniel 
Turner's Compendium of Social Religion, p. 1--8. | 

The members of this gracious ſociety renounce the maxims, ſpirit, and 
manners of the world—they proclaim war with the fraud and force of the 
Devil, and entirely devote themſelves to God in Chriſt, in obedience to 
the effectual call of the holy Spirit: which leads us, by an eaſy tranſition, 
to conſider 5 | | 

The MATERIALS of a Gosyeer, CnvuRrcH, . 

They are, or ought to be, real believers in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with 
the exerciſe of true repentance towards God, They are diſtinguiſhed from 
all other men by three great characteriſtics, (viz.) their convictions, their 
faith, and their new ard divine nature. Their convicT1oNnS, or the force 
of truth in the law on their conſciences, are exrenfive with reſpect to all 
fins—gcep, and reach to the fins of the heart—durable and laiting, and 
cannot be ſhaken off or diverted by all the buſineſs and pleaſures of the 
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Their rar RH receives Chriſt alone, without retaining any of their luſts 
and idols, or mixing their own deteſtable rags with the divine and infinite 
ſatisfaction and righteouſneſs of Chriſt. They receive a full Chriſt, as 
able to do them all manner of good: full of wiſdom as a prophet, full of 
divine and infinite worthineſs as a Prieſt, and full of power and grace as 
an alfhighty king. They receive Chriſt regardleſs of all threatening con- 
ſequences ; they take him at all hazards, they deliberately count the coſt, 
and are determined to conquer their enemies, or die in the conflict. 

Their x EW and p1vint NATURE. They are regenerated by the Spirit 
of God, enlightened by the grace of Chriſt, made new in their apprehen- 
ſions o God and themſelves, make a new choice of holineſs as the grand 
mean of happineſs ; they exert new affections towards God and heavenly 


things, and feel a new taſte for all that is good and beautiful in heaven 


and earth. This leads us to conſider 


The consT1iTUT1oON of a GosPEL CHURCH. 


This conſiſts in the diffuſion of a divine nature through the ſouls of the 
members of this ſacred ſociety, and the impreſſion of the image and law 
of God on their hearts; which divine refemblance is unalterable in its 
nature, arifing from its heavenly original and the ſupreme excellence of 


its conſtruction : and this is ſo eſtabliſhed by God our redeemer in the 


hearts of his people, that it is not poſſible for men or devils to deftroy jt as 
long as the world ſhall endure : and every attempt to alter or to injure this 
divine conſtitution is not only unjuſt but daringly wicked: and the Son 
of God has dreadfully threatened, that if any man ſhall attempt to defile 
the temple of God, him ſhall God deftroy ; for the temple of Gop is 
holy, which temple ye are. 1 Cor. iii. 17.— Wo be to that man who, 
without repentance and pardon, ſhall defile the Church with capital 
errors, or attempt to ſuppreſs or deſtroy it with the ſpirit of perſecution. 


The rox u of a GosytL CHURCH. 


This conſiſts in the free and mutual conſent of believing perſons to 
walk together before God. A Church is a voluntary ſociety : no man is 
naturally born into a Goſpel Church ; no man can be forced into it; but 
every true chriſtian muſt be a volunteer: he is made willing in the day of 
the victorious power of the Spirit of God, and then they give themſelves 
to the Lord, and to one another, by the will of God. 2 Cor. viii. 5.— 
23 our glorious general, diſdains to impreſs men by a mere force inte 

is armies; he infuſes freely a divine life into our ſouls, and then we 
freely give ourſelves to God, 


II. The prienity and PRIVILEGES of a GospEL CHURCH. 


Dignity is ſuch a ſtate of mind as to be above the dominion of fin, the 
ſpirit of the world, and the tyranny of the devil: it conſiſts in a con- 
nexion with the eternal God through Chriſt, and a ſenſe of his approbation 
and delight in us to make us happy. — A privilege is a peculiar exemption 


from cenſures, dangers, and penalties ; with a juſt right to rich goods, 


honours, and pleaſures from God in Chrilt. 
A body of people, compoled of ſuch materials, and bleſſed with ſuch a 
conſtitution of a divine nature and life, are endowed with ſuch hanours, 
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and inveſted with ſuch privileges, as no other perſons on earth ever had, 
or can have, whilſt they continue dead in ſin, guilty before God, and at 
war with heaven. TS 
Oc" dignity and privileges ariſe from our connexion with God the 
Father. He delights in us: he has adopted us into his glorious family 
by bis ſovereign good pleaſure. This bleſſing of adoption raiſes us above 
the angels and the whole creation of God. He keeps us as the apple of 
his eye: he is the root of our ſpiritual and divine exiſtence, and his voice 
in his promiſes is very clear, tender, and condeſcending : he ſpeaks to us 
with all the ardor and compaſſion of a Father and a God. | 
Our privileges, ariſing from our vital union with the Lord Jeſus, are 
very precious and endearing to the laſt degree. This glorious union in- 
cludes all that is rich, great, and honourable to eternity :—hence flows 
relief to the mind under every trouble, hence ariſes ſtrong conſolation to 
the ſoul by the inward preſence of an heart cheering good, which will 
out-balance all the preſſures of pain and evil which we feel or fear. 
Chriſt is our glorious head and faithful guardian : we are members of 
his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones. He is our legal head, or head 
in law---our ſœderal head, or head in covenant---our political head, as a 
king over his ſubje&s---our repreſentative head, as he juſtained the perſons 
of all his people before God in eternity---he is our vital head to give us 
life, and our moral and conjugal head to impart his love---he 1s our ſurety 
to pay our debts, bear our ſins, endure our puniſhment, and give us a right 
to acceptance with God in eternal life. | ke? ' 
We were put into Chriſt's hands from eternity, with all our vaſt con- 
cerns and affairs, by God's own will and act of grace. x 
We are the objects of Chriſt's everlaſting love: he rejoiced in the 
habitable parts of the earth, and his delights were with the tons of men. 
Prov viii. 31. Er, 
Chriſt is our divine tutor, or prophet, to reveal the whole will of God 
for our ſalvation: we are his diſciples, to be inſtructed by him in time and 
to all eternity: he will for ever lead us to new fountains of truth, know- - 
ledge, and happineſs, | | 
Chriſt has a full comprehenſion of the mind of God at once, in his 
vaſt underſtanding ; and in his teachings there are glorious things for our 
inſtruction and fatisfaQtion, with reſpect to the eternal and immutable 
nature of divine truth: he is the grand repoſitory of all truth: in him it 
is full to free us from all fear of defect—infallible to bring the mind to 
aſſurance and reſt in God---in him there is infinite authority, as our 
ſovereign God, to cauſe the will to obey. Chriſt has a legal right and 
power to ſend the holy Spirit, to lead us into all truth; and the eternal 
perſon of the Son of God is the ſpring of life, light, and efficacy, in 
all his inſtructions of our immortal ſouls, This fulneſs without defect, 
this infallibility without miſtake, and this abſolute authority without 
weakneſs, affords matter of eternal ſafety and joy to all true believers in 
the world. Chriit is our moſt valiant general, or commander in chief, of 


all the forces of God: we liſt under his banner---from him we take our 


arms---by him we are exerciſed and taught military diſcipline---with Chriſt 
we march to fight---with him we ardently pray on earth, whilſt he is plead- 
ing in heaven---by him we rout our foes---with him we conquer Devils, 
we ſtorm his ſtrong holds, we trample on all our luſts---and with him we 
triumph, and ſhout Victory for ever. e 
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Our dignity and privileges likewiſe conſiſt in our connexion with the 


Church of God in heaven and earth. We are citizens of no mean city: 
we were born in the grandeſt city in the world, the ancient city of the great 
God; and we are ſpiritual freemen of-this City to eternity. We are 
educated in Chriſt's church in the moſt liberal and divine knowledge, 
and likewiſe in purity and dignity of manners and converſation : we are 
trained up in the moſt ardent and glorious devotion in the temple of God: 
we are allured into the moſt honeurable and divine connexions with the 
beit companions and relations, and rife into the moſt ſublime converſe 
with all the beſt and brighteſt beings in heaven and earth. 

Our dignity arifes alto from our union with the angels of God. The 
ſpiritual birth-day of every beſiever is celebrated with great joy by theſe 
celeſtial ſpirits---they are our life and body guards, to watch around us 
by night and day through lite---they are our attending ſervants every hour, 
and fly through all the earth every moment, to guard and guide, to fortify 
and animate the peopie of God. Angels triumph in our fouls ; they look 
on us as the excellent of the earth, as fit to receive good, and as fit to do 
them good; and they love to renew their views of ns as the glorious children 
of God---they feel a pleaſure to repeat the fight of us, and ſhew us to each 
other with wonder and delight---they carry a good report of us to heaven 
when we att agreeably to our principles, and our godly converſation fills 
them with a pleaſing admiration. . 
| Our dignity and privileges, conſidered with regard to the natural and 
| moral world, are very great and delightſul. Our fouls are the end for 
which the viſible world, with the ſtarry heavens, were created; and all 
| 


zanks of creatures, by God's wiſdom and love, are devoted to our ſervice, 
even from an angel to a reptile, and from the blazing ſun to a clod of 
earth. . | 
J The ſouls of true believers are the ornament and glory of the univerſe: 
an honour to civil fociety : the heirs of the world, Rom. iv. 13. and the 
i judges of angels, 1 Cor. vi. 3. Nothing is fo great as the ſoul of a real 
' chriſtian in the whole creation: the ſoul is an image of the ſpiritual 
Y nature, the immutable efſence, the immortal life, the infinite underftand- 
| ing, the almighty power, the rich goodneſs, and unſpotted holineſs of 
God. A believer in Chriſt is the greateſt and worthieſt character in life: 
he is the only wiſe, the only brave, the only great and happy man; he is 
happy in his life, happy in his death; and happy to eternity: he is a 
powerful warrior, an invincible conqueror, worthy of all moral honour, 
and dignified with the eternal approbation of God : he 1s a temple of the 
Holy Spirit, and for that very reaſon he is and ſhall be an eternal temple of 
the living God! 1 Cor. iii. 16.---O, chriſtians! you can never think too 
humbly of yourſelves, as you are related to your firſt head Adam, the 
root of fin, miſery, and ruin. You can never think too highly of your 
ſouls, as they ſtand in a vital relation to your fecond head, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the ſource of holineſs, happineſs, ſtrength, beauty, and invin- 
Cible perſeverance in grace. Let us frequently think of tho dignity and | 
privileges with which God has inveſted us, and let us ſtudy to walk worthy | 
of God, to all well pleaſing, being fruitful in every good work, and in- —— 
creaſing in the knowledge and reſemblance of God. 


III. The FAITH and'o0RDER of a GospeL Crunch. 


Perſons thus called by grace, and conſtituted and endowed by God, _ 
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really. bleſſed with true faith ; which is not a mere cold aſſent to the 
truth, in the underſtanding, but a cordial conſent of the will, and an 
hearty approbation of the whole of revealed truth, as it is good and 
beautiful, worthy of God, and bearing the impreſs of the divine per- 
fections. a 

Our confeſſion of faith, and our catechiſm for the inſtruction of our 
young people, are publiſhed to the world; and from theſe glorious 
principles we hope you will never depart : if you ſhould, you will be no 
longer churches of Chriſt, but ſynagogues of Satan. At preſent, bleſſed 
be God, we believe there is no apparent apoſtacy in our miniſters and 
people from the glorious principles we profeſs; but, at the ſame time, 
we muſt, in great plainneſs and faithfulneſs tell you, that catechiſing of 
ehildren is moſt ſadly neglected, both in private families and in public 
congregations: and with reſpect to our printed confeſſion of faith, we 
judge, that not one in an hundred of all our church members have ever 
ſo much as ſeen it. We take our part of the blame and ſhame, that we 
have not been zealous and faithful to recommend it, and put it into your 
hands---may we and you be wiſer for the future. 

Our honoured brethren, the miniſters at Briſtol, have lately enconraged 
the publication of two editions of our catechiſm, with and without the 
proofs; * and we do moſt earneſtly intreat you to- furniſl} yourſelves with 
this excellent compendium of true divinity, and, that you would teach it 
diligently to your children in private, and defire your paſtors: to inſtruct 
them, at leaft for the ſummer ſeaſon, in public. 


are better friends to ſuch civil government than we are, and. deſire always 
to be. It ever will be our principle and our intereſt to pray for and ſupport 
a proteſtant king, that the crown may ſit eaſy, and ſhine gloriouſly, upon 
his head to the lateſt poſterity, Nor do we mean an independence on the 
providence and grace of Gop--»kcre we: proteſs ourſelves dependent every 
moment to eternity. | 

But, by the word independent, we mean, that the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, the 
ſole fountain of all ſpiricual rights and power, has given us allowance and 
command te aſſociate together, to incorporate ourſelves into regular: 
ſocieties, to carry on all the parts. of public worſhip and. diicipline,. ta 
chooſe our paſtors and deacons, to receive in new members, to:admoniſh 
and reprove thoſe that violate his laws, and to exclude from us all that 
prove incorrigible and impenitent: in a word, that we have a right aud: 
power to do every thing that ſhall be for the glory of Chriſt and our own 
happineſs, without being neceſſarily obliged to call in the aid of other 
paſtors and churches, or of being ſubject, in matters of faith and worſhip; 
io any pretended ſpiritual power on earth whatſoever. | | 


IV. The orFicers of a GospEL CHURCH. 


Theſe are appointed and furniſhed by God our redeemer, for the 


edification, ſtrength, beauty, and happineſs of the church; and are 
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choſen and ſet apart, with ſolemn prayer, by the vote of the church; tn 


promote the general welfare of that ſociety to which they belong. | 
There are two claſſes or orders of officers in a chriſtian church. The 


firſt* is appointed and ordained to repreſent the whole ſyſtem of truth 


in the law and goſpel, in the moſt ſtriking and amiable light to the 
people, and to lead the worſhip of the whole church, in all its branches; 
to adminiſter all public ordinances, and to take tize ſenſe and votes of the 
church with reſpect to the admiſſion of new members, and to execute 
every part of the peoples“ determinations. 'The other order of officers + 
have the honour to be ordained of God our ſaviour, to repreſent his 


' compaſſionate heart to the poor of the church; and alſo to repreſent and 


expreſs the affections and bowels of the church to their dear paſtors, that 


they may be ſupplied with a competence of temporal good, and rendered 


ealy and happy in their ſtudies and labours. 

With reſpe& to the character and office of chriſtian preachers :---there 
are no men in the whole world who are dignified in the ſcriptures with ſuch 
a variety of names and titles as goſpel miniſters ; and every name and 
image under which they are repreſented, implies ſome excellent property 
or perfection. As far as our limits will allow, we will give you a view of 
their qualities and duties, to the end that you may diſcern the reſpect that 
is due to them, and give them that attention which their work and their 
great Lord demand. Jar” : 

They are ſtiled Labourers, and they muſt work---Servants, and 
they muſt obey their divine maſter---Watchmen, and they muſt keep 


awake, and be full of eyes within and without---Overſeers, and they 


muſt inſpe&---Workmen, and they muſt ftudy to approve themſelves 
to God, that they may not be aſhamed---Huſbandmen, and they muſt 
cultivate the field of God---Shepherds, and they muſt feed the ſheep and 


Iambs of the flock---Houſeholders, and they muſt provide for the family 


Builders, and they muſt edify---Stewards, and they muſt be faithful--- 
Soldiers, and they muſt valiantly fight---Elders, and they muſt be ſerious 
and pgrave---Oxen, and they muſt be patient in labour---Eagles, and they 
muſt ſoar to the ſun of righteouſneſs---Lions, and they muſt be full of 
courage and fortitude---Cherubs, and they muſt plough---Seraphs, and 
they muſt burn with zeal for God---Lights of the world and ſtars in the 
church, and they ought to ſhine to the honour of their maſter---Fathers, 
and they muſt be tender, 1 Theſſ. ii. 11.---Nurſes, and they muſt be 
gentle, 1 Theſſ. ii. 7.---Saviours, and they muſt prockim ſalvation, 
Obadiah, ver. 21.—-Juſtiſiers, & (Dan. xii. 3.) and their glory is to 
turn many to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt for juſtihcation--- Ambaſſadors, 
and, they muſt be wiſe and noble---Earthen Veſſels, and they muſt 
be humble.----To crown all, and to lift the character of a goſpel 
miniſter to the higheſt pitch of honour, they are {tiled Angels--- Angels 
that have power over fire, Rev. xiv. 18. Angels that ſtand in the ſun, 
Rev. xix. 17. i. e. in the full noon-tide blaze of the ſun of righteouſneſs. 


Angels are wile and illuminated creatures, ſo are true goſpel preachers--- 


Angels are holy creatures, ſo ought goſpel miniſters to be--- Angels are active 


zealous creatures---Angels are affectionate and generous creatures---Angels 


love to gaze inceſſantly on the perſon, offices, and glories of Chritt--- 
Angels love to attend upon and miniſter to the children of God, * 
| | | goſpel 


* Paſtors, Elders, or Biſhops. + Deacons. See their office, 2 and 
honours deicribed. 1 Tim. iii, 313. § So it is in the original. 


#0 } 


goſpel miniſters.---Angels rejoice at the converſion of ſinners, Luke xv. 
---they watch over God's people in their infancy, Matt. xviii. 10.--- 
have brought food to the ſaints, 1 Kings xix.---aſliſt in healing diſeaſes, 
John, v. 4.---dire& and guard the ſaints of God in their journies, 4. xxxii. 
---keep off dangers, Pf. xci. 11. Acts xii. 15. Pf. xxxiv. 7.—-make 
known the N and will of God to men, Acts vii. 59. Luke ii. 10-14. 


comfort ſaints in diſtreſs, Luke xxii. 43. Acts xxvii. 23, 24. repel the 


devil's temptations, Dan. x. 13, 20. attend the ſaints on their dying beds, 


Luke xvi. 22.---and will attend their Lord when he comes in all his glory 
to judge the world at the laſt day, Matt. xxv. 31.---and in theſe inſtances 
the work of goſpel miniſters reſembles the work and duties of angels. 

And now place all theſe images, good qualities, labours, and ſervices 
before your eyes in ene view; and what cordial eſteem, what ardent 
affection, what encouragement, attention, ſuccour, and ſupport, ought 
the people to afford to their dear paſtors, who are zealouſly ambitiqus to 
fill up theſe characters! 


V. The worsHiP and ORDINANCES of a GosPeL CHURCH». 
Worſhip conſiſts in a deep and powerful ſenſe of the infinite perfections 


and glories of God, expreſſed in the moſt ardent and pathetic manner, 
with the higheſt veneration and love for the divine nature and ſubſiſtences, 
agreeable to the revealed idea of God, and in an exact correſpondence to 
our connexions with God, and obligations to him as redeemed fouls ; called 
by his ſpirit, and made heirs of eternal ſalvation through Chriſt's blood 
and interceſſion. Ent a 

And in this manner we _ to worſhip God every time we ſing his 
praiſes in the pſalms of the inſpired ſcriptures---when we pray to God, by 
adoring his attributes, confeſſing our fins, pleading for new bleflings, with 
a thankful acknowledgment of his mercies---thus we ought to' worſhip 
God in reading his word, hearing his faithful minitters preach and explain 
his law and goſpel. | 1 

This head, concerning the worſhip of a goſpel church, deſerves a farther 
enlargement, but the limits to which we are confined will not admit of it; 
we muſt therefore leave theſe hints to your ſerious conſideration.- Let us, 
before we cloſe this part, obſerve, that there are two poſitive inſtitutions 
of the New Teſtament, called baptiim and the Lord's ſupper, which de- 
mand your beſt attention and affection. | 

BayT1sM ought to be conſidered as glorious an act of worſhip as 
ever was inſtituted by God; it is to be performed but once in the life of 
a chriſtian- but once to eternity; and therefore it ought to be done with 
the utmoſt veneration and love. We have only room to obſerve, that when 


it is performed by a right ſubjet, and in a right manner, it is a great 


privilege and honour ; but it cannot be a privilege to any but to thoſe by 
whom it is performed as an act of worſhip to God.“ | | 

Our zealous and public-ſpirited friends at Briſtol having lately publiſhed 

a large and cheap edition of Mr. Wilſon's Scripture Manual on the Ordi- 

nance 


* See a Contemplation on Baptiſm, or Six Views of Believers' Baptiſm, viz. as an 
act of ſublime worthip to the ſacred Three: as a repreſentation of the dreadful ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt, &c. 5 
Baptiſm.----Sold by Geo. Keith, Gracechurch-Street, and I. Dermer, Shad- Thames, 
London, Pr. 3d. - With Dr. Stenneit's Anſwer to Mr. Addington, 2 vols, 12m. 
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Nance of Baptiſm, we deſire you would peruſe that excellent eſſay as a 


proper enlargement on this ſubject. | | 
The Loxn's SUPPER is another precious ordinance of divine worſhip, 


which draws into it the whole of faith and practice. A delign is now on 


foot to furniſh you with ſhort and eaſy Contemplationsh on this moſt 
glorious and reviving inſtitution. - 


VI. The sPiRIT and conduc of a GosrELCRHURCR. 


The ſpirit and temper of a ſociety of true chriſtians ought to be at as 


great a remove from the ſpirit and temper of the world, the devil, and po- 


perv, as poſſtble; and as near an approach to the diſpoſitions and moral 


perfections of God, and to the ſpirit and temper of the lovely Lord Jeſus, 
and his primitive chriſtians, as we can attain ; that is to ſay, as high an 


- 


advancement in ſolid goodneſs and love as any man can reach in the preſent 


ſtate of imperfect ſanctiſication: in ſhort, the whole law is ſummed up 


in one word, LovE ; and the whole temper of a true believer is ſummed 


up in one word, Love. True chriſtian love is a ſingle thought, or ſimple 


perception, that our fellow-chriſtian is an excellent and worthy object, good 


in himſelf, fit to do us good, and fit to receive good; with a delight in the 


fight of him, as he bears the image of Chriſt, and is deſigned to live with 
us in the preſence of God to eternity, | 


As there never was a more {triking and beautiful deſcription of the grace 


of love to God and man, than that which the Holy Spirit has given us in 


the firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, chap. xiii. we will endeavour to ſet 
before you, from the original words of God, a compendious view of the 
true chriſtian temper, as conſiſting in love: and let it be well obſerved, 


that we are no farther chriſtians than we evidence this beautiful diſpoſition 


of ſoul in our whole life and converſation. 


Love ſuffereth long it has a vaſt extent of mind, and ſcorns reſentment 
at little things. Bo 93 

Love is bind; 1. e. is diffuſive of good, ready to communicate wiſe 
advice, kind affections, and temporal bleflings. : 

Lowe envieth not; i. e. it feels no pain or ill-will at another man's 
excellence, nor does it covet any good with an ambitious affectation of 
ſuperiority. | | 

Love vaunteth not itſelf: it does not act raſhly, with a proud oſtentation 
of our own gifts, talents, and imaginary or real advantages; it ſcorns to 
boaſt of any excellence which we poſſeſs. 7 

Lowe is not puffed up : it does not ſwell with pride at the applauſes of 
others, nor is it puffed up with diſdainful thoughts of men who appear 
beneath us. | | | 

Lowe doth nit behave itſelf unjeemly ; i. e. it teaches us not to act out of 
character, or out of ſcheme, as the word ſignifies, True chriſtian love un- 


derſtands 


+ The price is now reduced to 15. per dozen, or 7s. 6d. per hundred. 


& The firſt Contemplation is already ,publiithed.----Sold by T. Vallance, No. 120, 


Cheapſide. Pr. 6d. S 

1 Dr. Daniel Waterland juſtly obſerves, that the true doctrine of the Trinity, and 
the atonement of Chriſt, have been kept up in the chriftian church, by the inſtitutions 
of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, more than by any other means whatſoever ;z and, 
humanly ſpeaking, theſe glorious truths, which are eſſential to ſalvation, would have 
Heen leſt long ago, if the two-poktive inſtitutions had been totally neglected and diſuſed 
amongſt proceſſors of chriſtianity, In this point of view, Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper appear to be of unſpeakable inzportance to the glory of God and the very being 
of the true church of Chriſt on earth. 
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derſtands the fitneſs, decorum, and beauty of tempers, actions, and words. 
Nothing teaches the lovelineſs of behaviour ſo well as love; as it will not 


— 


meanly ſneak out of the place and ſtation where providence has fixed us; 


ſo it will not haughtily invade another man's province or office, or ſcorn- 
fully trample on his perſon, honour, and uſefulneſs. 

Lowe ſeeketh not her own, or the things of {elf alone, above all others: 
it diſdains a mean-ſpirited ſelfiſhneſs, Self- pleaſing, felf-will, ſelf-applauſe, 
and ſelf-intereſt alone, are no guides to generous love, nor have they power 
to rule and tyrannize over a benevolent and gracious heart. 

Lowe is not eafily proweked; 1. e. is not highly and bitterly provoked, ſo 
as to fall into fits of violent anger on every 1maginary or real wrong done 
to us. No, firs, a man of underſtanding is of an sxcellent ſpirit, (Heb. 


a cool ſpirit.) | 


Lowe thinketh no evil : this word fignifies to reaſon out, and to impute. 
Love is not forward to reaſon out or dig up miſchief concerning other 
men: it takes no pleaſure in raking into characters, in order to expoſe 


them, or prying into the ſecrets of private families, in order to blaſt their 


reputation. Love is not violent to impute evil to other men, and rathly 
and cruelly to charge evil to another man's account, and to thiak the worit 
ef every man we dillike, | 

Lowe rejoices not in iniquity e it is not glad; it takes no pleaſure in any 
kind of injuſtice in men's tempers or actions; it has no delight in com- 


mitting iniquity ; yea, farther, it feels an horror at any act of injuſtice / 


towards God or man. | | 

Love rejoiceth in the truth it delights in moral truth and ſincerity of 
heart; it rejoices itſelf in goſpel truth; and it triumphs in the true con- 
verſion of ſouls to God. | 


Dr. Samuel Wright, in his admirable Treatiſe on Juſtice and Love, 


8vo. 1730, has an excellent remark on this property of chriitian charity. 
Love (ſays that great man) will not ſuppreſs the tweet and rich ſatisfaction 
it takes in the amiable virtues, tempers, and uſefulneſs of valuable 
miniſters, or private chriſtians; nor will it withold any lively and cheer- 
ing encouragements, which the diſcovery of its own joy would give to 


worthy active men, and to uſeful deſigns and generous plans for the glory 


of God and the public good of the church and the world. We proceed 
to another property. b 


Lowe beareth, or rather covereth* all things, True chriſtian love has - 


veil to throw over all unallowed blemiſhes, and to hide, in a ſweet- 
tempered manner, all lamented imperfections in a chriſtian brother; and 
this is a moſt uſeful and happy temper in a church of Chriſt, and will 
produce moſt glorious advantages to preachers and people. Such a temper 
will prevent the hurt and ſhame of our brother's character, and prevent 
the ſad diſgrace of religion in the world. | 

Lowe 5 all things. This is to be underſtood in a right ſenſe; 


to believe all things that are reported, without limitation, is a fooliſſi 


credulity, and the mark of a weak mind; but true love will give a 
good-natured credit to all reports in favour of gracious men, as far as 
we have any clear evidence---yea, farther, love is diſpoſed to promote and 
ſtrengthen the honourable character of good men, and eſpecially that of 
uſeful miniſters of the goſpel in every denomination,” 


* So is the original. 
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In a word, love believes all thinps\that are good and fit to be credited, 
while evil reports will not be affented to or received, till there is clear 
proof, full evidence, and invincible demonkration. 

Lowe hopeth all things.---She looks for good; ſhe deſires and expects 
good, and not evil, from the dear people of God. True love expects 
good from every believer in the ſame church, or in the ſame family.--- 
Maſters hope the beſt from their belicving ſervants--godly ſervants hope 
the belt from their chriſtian maſters---parents hope the beſt from their 
godly children---children hope the beſt trom their godly parents---people 
hope the beſt from their affectionate and faithful pattors---and amiable 
paitors hope the beſt from their lovely and generous people. Thus love 
inſpires a cheering and vigorous hope through all ranks and claſſes of true 
chriſtians, | | 

Lowe endureth all things.---To endure implies a continuance in ſuch a 
ſtation or condition of lite, and in ſuch trying and afflictive circumſtances, 
as require a patient firmneſs of foul, a true fortitude of mind: and you 
amay depend upon it, that nothing but ardent love to God and the church 
will enable a man to hold on in generous ſervices for our dear country, 
and the ſtill dearer church of Chriſt on earth. | 

Lowe never faileth. It will never periſh or be loſt from the ſoul. Love 
can never die, it can never be uſeleſs, it cannot ſuffer deſtruction, but is 
and muſt be immortal as our being. Love is an indefatigable grace; it 
will never give out or tire in time or eternity; it will bear up againſt con- 
tinual oppoſitions, and riſe ſuperior ta all difficulties : floods ot 1ngratitude 
and ill uſage can never drown it: 'tis invincible, and will be finally 
victorious and triumphant. Love is immortal as God can make it, and 
wipe gn in eternal empire over all the happy inhabitants of the heavenly 
world ! 

The very reverſe to this beautiful chriſtian temper took place in the 
Corinthian church, when the apoſtle Paul wrote his firſt epiſtle to that 
church; and if you read it with attention, you will find that this excellent 
man, with the utmoſt prudence and addreſs, deſigned this deſcription of 
love as a pungent reproof for their carnal contentions, and as a powerful 
eſſay againſt uncharitableneſs in all its branches, kinds, and degrees--- 
may we receive it in the ſame light, and uſe it in our churches tor the 
ſame glorious purpoſes. | | | | 

Many members of the church of Corinth did not ſuffer long : they were 
not of a large generous mind: they were not kind to each other: they 
envied each other's gifts: they vaunted over one another: they were puffed 
up with pride, or a fond conceit of their own imaginary excellence: they 
behaved unſeemly : they acted out of character: they ſought the things 
of ſelf : they were eaſily provoked, and violently angry, even ſo as to go 
to law with each other before the Pagan magiſtrates ; they thought evil: 
they digged up evil, and imagined the worſt of each other: they rejoiced 
in iniquity, and did not mourn even at the crime of inceſt: they did not 
rejoice in the truth: they covered no infirmities, but expoſed one another's 
failings to the reproach of the wicked world: they believed nothing good 
of each other: they hoped for notbing that was excellent, but thought 
and expected the worſt from every man: they, endured no contradiction, 
or oppoſition, or affliction, with patience and fortitude: their love often 
failed, and a ſpirit of enmity and ill-will reigned in their boſom, to the 
ſcandal and diſgrace of their chriſtian character! | 

| | O! brethren, 
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you.” Zech. viii. 23. | : 
You will have an ardent fellow - feeling with each other, in all con- 


| 5 oe 
01 brethren, let us e hold up this picture of baſeneſs and de- 


ormity to public abhorrence and contempt, and let us ardently pant after 


the oppoſite to this deteſtable temper; then we ſhall appear to be tlie 


children of the great king, and the excellent of the earth, in whom God 
delights. | 
| Sincere believers, who are endued with ſuch a ſpirit of evangelical 


love, will feel a delight in the practice of all relative duties to each 


other. 
They will ſee and feel, that Iove is the ſupreme and immutable law of 


od, which powerfully attracts and unites all gracious ſouls to Chritt, and 


to each other. That this temper of love is a moſt beautiful imitation of 
Chriſt's pure and perfect example; and that mutual love is the firſt grand 
evidence of our being paſſed from death to life, 

_ *Tis love, unfeigned and fervent, tis love only that makes church- 
fellowſhip ſweet and profitable; for without love a church is not a palace, 
but a priſon; not a paradiſe of pleaſure, but a dungeon of darkneſs, 
without one ray of conſolation or uſefulneſs.“ . 

A church is a barren deſart, a howling wilderneſs, full of ſavage and 

ateful creatures, if love, unfergned = ardent, be abſent there. 

If this bleſſed tmnper prevail amongſt our churches, you will then 
feel the moſt cordial eſteem for your dear paſtors : conſider them as 
deſigned and ſent by God the Redeemer, to make you happy; as fit to do 
you good, and as fit to receive good from you all : you will delight to 
make your miniſters eaſy and happy in their minds and circumſtances : 
pray earneſtly for the ſaccefs of their ſtudies and labours: you will 
do all in your power to co-operate with their beſt views and defigns ; 
you will help your dear deacons in the diſcharge of their office : in- 

uire out awakened ſouls: you will take them by the hand and lead 
x wok to the deacons and to your paſtors: and ſweetly perſuade young 
converts to ſay, © We will go with you, for we know that God is with 


1 


ditions and calamities, in all outward afflictions and inward diſtreſſes of 
ſoul. 7 

You will be active and generous in the free diffuſions of good, i. e. of 
temporal bleſſings, and of ſpiritual ſentiments, and in ward experience, to 
warm and animate each other's hearts. 

You will watch over each other's tempers, language, and actions: you 
will mark the growth and the declenſions, the temptations and ſnares, 
that ariſe in your ſocieties. 


You will exerciſe mutual forbearance and ſweetneſs of temper, mixed 


with juſtice, frankneſs, openneſs, and purity of mind. 

| You will feel a glorious union of mind and ſentiments, of judgment, 
of faith, worſhip, and moral condu&.---If love, omnipotent and im- 
mortal love, reign in your hearts, you will exerciſe ardent prayer for 
each other in all caſes and diftrefles : you will 3 pray for the 
ſucceſs of your miniſters? labours, and you will take part in each other's 
proſperity and joy. 

You will be early and Ready in your attendance on public worſhip, and 
be remarkable for your punctuality at all charch-meetings : the face of 
things in this reſpect would be wonderfully changed for the better, if 

| powertul 


* See Dr, Gill on a Goſpel Church, Body of Practical Div. Vol. III. 
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poverſul love to God reigned in your hearts! You would then avoid all 
criminal partiality towards ſome members, whilſt others are ſlighted and 
oppreſſed: you would beware of invidious diſtinctions between rich and 
poor members, and univerſal eſteem would reign through the church; and 
nothing but eminence in grace and good works would raiſe one member 
above another. . - 

You would,. if love reigned in your hearts, be affable and courteous 
towards all men : and yet, with an holy caution, you would keep your- 
ſelves ſeparate from carnal men; and, whilſt you would pity and pray for 
erroneous men, you would diſdain to have any fellowſhip with their errors, 
or favour any corrupt ſentiments. | 

O ! brethren, it this omnipotent and everlaſting love reigned in your 
hearts, how vaſt, how mighty would be your zeal for the glorious goſpel : 


how would you reliſh and prize, and propagate divine revelation : how 
tion-like would be your ſtrife for the doctrines of pure grace: and how 


_ valiant and bold would you be for the purity, extent, and eternity of the 
moral law, as it is the copy of the ſhining purity of the perfections of 
God. 

You would then ſet a ſtriking example of godlineſs and good works to 


each other: you would provoke one another to love and good works, by 


exhibiting the moſt beautiful patterns of vital faith, ardent zeal, and 


public ſpirit for God: your hearts weuld expand as wide as the whole 
church on earth, and riſe with a noble glow of refined affection to the 
church of God in heaven! 


VII. The glorious EN DS and uss of a Gosrer, ChHuRcn. 


An end is that for which a thing is made or done; and the ends and pyrpoſes for which 
God made, conſtituted, and ordained his church on earth, are the moſt glorious that can 
enter into the human conception; they are great and wonderful beyond imagination. 

- Theſe ends reſpect the divine Father, Son, and Spirit---the world---enquiring fouls 
---the powers of hell and darkneſs---our own edification, and eternal happineſs. 

7, The firſt grand end of a goſpel church is to repreſent God's true character in the 
world. The viſihle creation is a paſſive repreſentation of the wiſdom, power, and 
goodneſs of God; but all creatures below man have no capacities to do it with an 
active intention and rational choice. 'The corrupt world of mankind has no defire to 
declare the moral perfections of God: no, they rather repreſent the devil than God. 
Therefore, if God had no church on earth, there would be nothing but a dreadful re- 
preſentation of the devil in our world. In the church, God is made known ; and it is 
the 5; yu b duty, honour, and privilege of the people of God to repreſent his pure and 
perfect character to the world. If they are wiſe, in their conduct, this will ſhew the 
world that God is a wife and underſfanding being: if they are good and kind, this will 
Mew the world that God is good and kind, a moit amiable and attractive being: if they 
are a holy people, in their nature, inclinations, and actions, this will ſhew the world 


that God is a holy being, brighter than the heavens, and purer than the unſtained light 


of the ſun: if they are a molt juſt people, this will ſhew the world that God is a juſt 
being, and that he is invariably determined to do no wrong to any of his creatures: if 
they are a ſincere and faithful people, who hate all lying and deceit, this will evince to 
the world that God is a ſincere and faithful being, an hater of all lying, kypocriſy, and 
unfaithfulneſs; a God-of inflexible integrity, truth, and fidelity.. 

And O! brethren, what an infinite honour is this, to repreſent God to mankind ; to 
he the living images of God to the world; to exhibit a beautiful image of God our 
Redeemer, to men, to angels, to devils! to ſhew to all the worlds of rational minds the 
beautitul character of God. Do not your hearts rebound at the thought? Are not your 
paſſions fired with an holy ambition to riſe to this glorious honour ? Do you not ſcorn 
the image of the beaft and the devil, which you have ſo long borne upon your hearts? 
Do you not wiſh to be rid of theſe hateful, theſe ugly and horrible features? And do 

ou not feel a moſt paſſionate admiration at the grandeur and beauty of the moral 

a 3 of God? Have you not a moſt flaming deſire to be like him as much as 
offible ? 

i 2. Thus you will ſtop the mouths of the wicked, and condemn the finally impenitent 

at ths lait day, Bad men cenſure and revile you now as hypocrites; they boldly _—_ 


WR ORR ere see ww . ii. 
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! that all your religion is mere grimace; you are as bad, yea worſe than themſelves. *Tis 
1 tene, ſay 9 5 5 you _ not openly ſwear, * 3 — drunk, or break the 3 
1 „ 2s we do; but, at bottom, you are as lewd, as falſe, as covetous, as cruel, as | 
1 6 0 preſſive, as ſenſual, and as earthly and deviliſh as we are. Now, how can you 
1 confound theſe cenſures! how can you avoid them, how can you ſtop the mouth of 
r ſlander, or how can 2 —_— to be ſlander, unleſs you faithfully repreſent the moral 
character of God to the world! 

3. Another great end and uſe of a goſpel church, is to allure awakened and inquiring 


8 ſouls to Chriſt, to be happy in his great and precious ſalvation. Nothing has a greater 
0 tendency to allure, to encourage, to animate the hopes of convinced ſinners, than the | 
5 holy, cheerful, godlike tempers and converſation of the members of a goſpel church. | 
* Thus we ſnew them, that there is a reality, a beauty, a pleaſure, in the ways of God: 
5 we comfort their hearts with an aſſurance, that the maſter we ſerve is good and great, 
generous and kind, mild and gentle, eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 

without partiality, ſeverity, or hypocriſy : he that winneth ſouls is wiſe, and do you 1 
ir not long for this honour of being wiſe, to win precious ſouls to Chriſt ? Next to the | 
: ſalvation of our own ſouls, What can be imagined more dear, more excellent, more | 
w- defirable, than to be the inſtruments of the ſalvation of our tellow-finners ? 

O! Chrittians, if you have any ambition, or gratitude, or Juſtice, or compaſſion, 
W you will rouſe up all your powers to this great and good work! 
ie 4. Laſtly, and to conclude, another great end and uſe of a goſpel church is to pro- 
* -mote each other's preſent and eternal happineſs. Man was originally made a ſociable 


being. Grace gives us a capacity and a ſtrong inclination to the beſt company in the 
world; and in religious ſociety we attain the higheſt ends of our exiſtence, We watch 


to over each other for good---we communicate new thoughts to each other---we _— 
ſouls in prayer at the throne of grace---we warn and reprove the negligent and diſ- 
"7 orderly---we ſtimulate and provoke to higher improvements in the intellectual, ſocial, Wc 
id and divine life---we comfort each other in affliction and forrow---we attend on the 
le dying beds of our departing friends, and commit them to the boſom and the * of 
ne the dear redeemer- e aſcend, by faith, with their ſeparate ſpirits, and long to follow 


them into the bliſsful and transforming preſence of God ! On this view of the beauty 
of ſocial religion, or the true nature and glory of a goſpel church, who, that has any 
ſpiritual ſenſe, will not 2 of it, highly delight in it, and long to poſſeſs all the 
utmoſt advantages of ſuch a ſtate of divine friendſhip? and who, that has any ſenſe of 
1 in ſuch ſocieties, will not ſtrive to ſtrengthen, comfort, and adorn it ?--- 

his, dear brethren, is your wiſdom and duty, and this is ours.---To the grace of 


ch Jeſus, to the love of the Father, and the ſweet influences of the holy Spirit, thoſe three 

_ glorious perſons in one divine nature, we commit you for ever. >, 

ils Signed, by order of the Aſſociation, 

© JOHN RYLAND, Moderator. 
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ne AS we have a vacant part of a page, it may be proper to obſerve, for. the inſtruQion 

vill of young inquiſitive chriſtians, that the whole body of church hiſtory may be 

ney ranged under four heads, ee | 

2 I. The doctrine of the church in all ages, with the lives, characters, and works of 

cht the ableſt champions of truth who have ſtated and defended that doctrine. 

uſt. II. The form and condition of the church, in the ſeveral periods of time; includin 

» if the external ſtate and ſituation, and the internal heauty and glory of the church, wit 

to reſpect to the power and excellence of vital religion. 

ll III. The principal errors which have ariſen to diſturb and defile the church of Chriſt, 
with the lives and characters of thoſe unhappy men who have firſt broached, defended, 

to and N thoſe errors. 

a IV. 'The hiſtory of all the horrid perſecutions which have befallen the church of 

hes Chriſt, with the lives, characters, and death of the perſecutors, or tyrants, which 

__ have diſtreſſed the church in all ages. | | 

gh The two firſt heads exhibit the face of the kingdom of Chriſt ; the two laſt exhibit 

Ts? the face of the kingdom of the Devil. 

wa See Lampe's admirable Epitome of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, now publiſhing in the 

oa Golpel Magazine, 

1 As 
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On 4 evening we met at the uſual hour, and, after ſome of the brethren the 
meſſengers, had prayed, we read the ſeveral letters, took the contents, and concluded 
the meeting with prayer. | / ... g 5 

On Wedneſday morning, after ſix, we met again for prayer, in which ſeveral of the 

miniſters were engaged. | | | £57 2 

At ten the public meeting began -- -Our brother Sutcliffe prayed--- brother Fuller, 
of Soham, preached from Rom, xiii, 2. Now is our ſalvation nearer than vhen ve 
believed.” ---Brother Gill prayed ; and brother Hopper, of Nottingham, preached from 
'Eph. iii. 8. © That 1 mould ' preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt.” Brother Evans concluded the public meeting. | * 8 
At four we met to examine the contents of the circular letter, the defign of which 
was approved - ſome alterations for the better were made, and it was agreed that the 
letter ſhould be printed. | : C0 | 
At fix our brother Shaw prayed---brother Bar preached from Matt. xvi. 4+ © But 
can ye not diſcern the ſigns of the times.. brother Ryland, ſenior, concluded in 
rayer. | + 3 
F On TN morning we met for prayer, and communicating-our experience of the 
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# ; goodneſs of Chriſt in the laſt year. This branch of chriſtian fellowſhip we: find to be 
5 very impreſſive and uſeful to our ſouls. The aſſociation was concluded, with prayer, 
N by brother Smith, the paſtor of the church where we met. And, glory be to — 
| N maſter, we departed from each other in love and peace. * . 16 a 
94 Added upon profeſſion of faith and experience 56 

| | By otic of recommendation from other churches == - 13 62 
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Thi The next Affociation. to be held at Teiceſter. Brother Ryland, ſenior, and brother 

FR) ' Srtcliffe to preach z in caſe of failure, brother ShjJ⁴ and brother Ayre. Put up at the 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


The DOCTRINE of the TRINITY Stated and Defended, by RozzxT HALT, of 
Arnſby. Price 6d. | 
' CONTEMPLATIONS on the EXISTENCE of GOD---the IMMORTALITY of 
the SQUL---and the INSUFFICIENCY of REASON to lead us to Eternal HAPPI- 
AESS. Price 6d, each, ad . 
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